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Knights, Juſtices, and Gentlemen of the Grand Jury. 


GENTLEMEN, 


F : 7 f 
; 4 


T your' requeſt, and by your obliging com- 
mands, the following Diſcourſes, in their pre- 
ſent form, are introduced to" the public notice; and, 
with your permiſſion, humbly claim your patronage 
and protection. Whatever may be my own opinion 
of the publication of them, I ought not to doubt 
the propriety of your's, I beg leave, therefore, to 
allure you that 1 am very ſenſible: of the honor you 
have done me, and very happy in the information 
of the High Sheriff that their Lordſhips the King's 
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Jud ges cat their approbation of . Should 


they be read with the ſame attention they were 


heard, it may be reaſonably hoped they will not 
prove wholly uſeleſs. 


- 


(There is ſomething in the conſtitution of human 


nature, excluſive of education, that points out the 


difference between right and wrong. And though it 
may not enable us to diſtinguiſh accurately between 
the fitneſs and unfitneſs of things, yet it generally and 
juſtly diſcovers what is eſſentially good and evil: what 
tends to the peace and happineſs of mankind, and 


what to interrupt and deſtroy them. This muſt 


ſurely be an emanation from the Deity, an impreſſion 
made by the hand of the Creator on the minds of 


his intellectual offspring. We diftinguiſh it by the 


= PU . | 
name of natural Conſcience; and this light alone ren- 
ders us accountable for our actions both to God and 
our country. To evince its utility and beneficial 


operation, in a political as well as religious view, 


was the deſign of the firſt diſcourſe; and to ſhew 
the happy influence of a ſincere and permanent per- 
ſuaſion of future rewards and puniſhments was the 
intention of the ſecond. Every attempt to increaſe 

the 
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[5s] 


the force and energy of the former, and render t 


latter more deep and laſting, is doing the ſtate a 
real ſervice. It co-operates with the laws in reſtrain- 


ing the people from Vice and Injuſtice under the 
ſanction of the Terrors of the Lord :” and in ren- 
dering them peaceable, loyal, and uſeful members of 
ſociety by the © promiſe of the Life that now is, and 
of that which is to come.” With this view I appre- 
hend you thought proper to order the publication of 
theſe diſcourſes, and 1 ſincerely wiſh they may an- 
ſwer your benevolent intentions. i 


YOU, Gentlemen, why have ſo lately and ſo honor - 
ably been choſen the Guardians of our Religion and 
Laws, have given us a happy preſage, by patronizing 


ſo humble an attempt, of what we are to expect 


from you in greater undertakings for the public good. 
Every proof of your patriotiſm and love of man- 
kind muſt give pleaſure to your conſtituents, as it 


will be an unequivocal compliment to their under- 


ſtanding and diſcernment in ſelecting YOU for their 
Repreſentatives. They have committed an invalua- 
ble treaſure to your care, and convinced the world 
of their partiality and confidence in your wiſdom 

1 and 
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and virtue, by the preference they have given you. 

May you long enjoy t the honors to which your merits 

entitle you, and by your eſſential fervices to your 

| King and Comtry command the eſteem and äffection 
of the people. 


With the greateſt deference and reſpect, 


1 ork Gentlemen, 
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E © Taxyford, Hants, | Jah 17, 11790. 
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F VPꝛ0Oour moſt obedient and moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


ECCLESIASTES, chap. xi. ver. 9. 


Fon ALL THESE THINGS Gop WILL BRING THEE 
INTO JopoMENT. 


HATEVER may be the reſpective merits, 
the love of Praiſe, and the deſire of being 


W — 


commended, is common to all mankind. We wiſh 
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to appear amiable in the fight of thoſe we love. 
We reflect upon their approbation with a ſecret j t joy, | 


2 * 


and t. their cenſure fil Us us with confuſion, Nor can 
we be wholly indifferent to_the ſentiments of others 
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concerning our conduct. We feel | theſe paſſions very | 


— Fd 2 
early in youth; they gain ſtrength as we advance 3 in 


life, nor ever leave us in old age; and, under er proper 
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regulations, they may be rendered ſubſervient to the 
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moſt valuable purpoſes. It is true, the judgment 
of 


| 


. 3 D Nagy tres © 5 * 
8 P 7 A 
n n 
= 1 - | 
= . 0 o - oy © * 2 FR 1 ; 


| 8 | 
[ * N ] F 


of the moſt impartial obſerver, is fallable. Its de- 


_ terminations may be erroneous, thro' prejudice or 


partiality, by its own innate weakneſs, or the artful 


inſinuations of others; and, therefore, a wiſe man 


will never ſuffer his happineſs to depend on the pre- 


carious foundation of other men's praiſes or cen- 


ſures. But a contemptuous diſregard of them would 
betray a depravity of temper, and the abſence of 
that delicate ſenſibility which is the conſtant compa- 
nion of real merit. Beſides the good or ill opinion 
of thoſe with whom we are of neceſſity connected, 
and on whom we are dependent; who have it in 
their power to reward or puniſh us for our conduct, 
is of importance, and it becomes our duty and in- 
tereſt to cultivate the one, and avoid the other. 


Religion, which is the diſtinguiſhing excellence 


"I ꝶ6ꝙçç—— oy L—— 


hes. lat. eta. 


of our nature, and ever ſolicitous for our good, 


| ſtrengthens and 1mproves theſe natural feelings. It 
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grafts its own influence upon them, and renders us 


more ſuſceptible of pain and pleaſure from the con- . 


E 


ſciouſneſs of our good or bad conduct. But, while 


2 ts A A A cis cit 


it approves the reverence we pay to the opinion of 


our fellow · creatures, it inſpires us with 4 nobler 


—ͤ—)— 2 — yy 


ambition. 
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Ambition 
alone i 4s. Ss of _ ſu 


can juſtly eſtimate-our 1 and whole s 


. it is of infinite conſequence: It informs us 


"4 


bt: — « our. views to — 


that he Who made us, and for whoſe: pleaſure we 
are and were. created, will be our Judge. That he 


ſeeth our ways, and counteth all: our geps. That 


. ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtanget 
imaginations of our thoughts; and, „for . theſe 


<« things, God will brin ng us into Judgment, ] 


—— — — 


That there will be Fl future Rate of nomads and 
puniſhments i is clearly revealed in the ſacred ſerip- 


tures. It is a truth, likewiſe, that, with very few 


exceptions, has been univerſally acknowledged, tho 


the nature and circumſtances attending it have not 


been fully underſtood; and, indeed, it was impoſli- 
ble they ſhould be, till a divine revelation. unfolded 


and explained them. The light of reaſon confirms 


it ; the nature and fitneſs of things require it; and 


the natural feelings and forebodings af conſcience 


render it ind ubitable. 
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the account nt which the | re gives us of a future 
ſtate of "retr ibution. It bs: "OY the time of its 


— - and relates the awful and aſtoniſh- 


— — 
— — 
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—— 


ing appearances that will precede and accompany 
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the trial of mankind ; and when: the righteous diſ- 
crimination is made. between them, deſcribes the 


W ü — 


* nn. 3 


happineſs of the good, and the miſery of the 
wicked, in a manner the moſt: ſerious, ſolemn, and: 


— oe IO 


| affecti ing. 
wp hath appointed a day i in RY he will | judge 


vec the world in righteouſneſs, and render to every man- _ 


ce according to his doings, for there i 1s no reſpect of 
et perſons with God. He will then bring every work. 


n 
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into judgment, whether it be good or whether it be 
40 evil. ” But; previous to the appearance © of the Judge, 


ee there will be ſigns and wonders in heaven. The- _ 


_ 


« ſun ſhall be darkened, and the moon ſhall not give 


« her light. The ſtars ſhall drop from their ſpheres, 
ee and the powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken. An 


« angel ſhall deſcend and proclaim that time ſhall be 


no more. Upon the found of the trump of God, 
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4 the earth and the fea ſhall | give up their dead. The- 


Beth dead 
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* dead ſhall han the voice of the Son of God, and | 


come e for th and live. And then muſt we all ap- 


« pear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. Thoſe who 
*« are found guilty ſhall be turned into Hell, where 


«& there is weeping, and wailing, and: gnaſhing of 


40 * teeth ; but the righteous {hall be received into life _ 


„ „„ — 


cc eternal, into the viſion and fruition of that — 4 
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ein whoſe : preſence” 1 is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſo 


6 « right hand are pleaſures for evermore.” 


This is the ſimple and unadorned relation which 
the ſcripture gives us of the proceſs of that laſt aſ- 
ſize, which will terminate the tranſactions of this 
world, and the fate of all its inhabitants. It need 
eth not the aid of human eloquence te enhance. its 
grandeur, or give energy to its terrors. Every Cix- 
cuniſtance is intereſting to the higheſt t degree. All 


that is dear and valuable, all that can be hoped or 
feared, through endleſs ages, depends on the deciſions 


of that awful day. 


that we ſhall all be witneſſes of this ſolemn ſcene, 


— — 


The reality of this deſcription, and the certainty | 


muſt chiefly reſt, no doubt. on the veracity of the 


ſcriptures 


C 
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ſeriptures alone. But there are ſo many Preſump- 


tive arguments which may be deduced, by-the _ light 
A reaſon, from the nature and fitneſs of things, te 
confirm the truth of it, that no one ;can be. — — 
in denying it, unleſs he can. ſho 


proofs, that either there: is no God, er. that the ſcrip-_ 
ture 1s certainl a for e 


Till. that 1s done, every 


— II 


man is juſtified & by by -the rules of prudence and felf- 
love, in receiving it as true, and being influenced b 7 


— 3 PPP ˙¹ 


the h hopes .; and fears which it inſpires.. 


It is not m. deſi n, becauſe it would bei improper 
at this time, to enter into a diſcuſſion of theſe points, 
By far the greater part of mankind are unacquainted 
with philoſophy and metaphyſics. They lie beyond 
the reach of their comprehenſion, and therefore the 
reaſoning produced by the help of thoſe ſciences can 
be of uſe only to men of leiſure and learning. And 
this ſhews, among other arguments, the neceſſity of 
a divine revelation, and the utility of ſuch a plain 
and ſimple account of a future ſtate of rewards and 


puniſhments, as all might underſtand; and which 
ſnould exert its influence on the paſſions, as well as 


the 


1133 
110 


the judgment, and have à manifeſt tendency to ex- 
eite the hopes and alaum the fears of every individual. 


And ſuch is the we pong account of the future 
* 


There is one argument, however, which I wil 
mention, becauſe it is level with the capaeity, and 

confirmed by the experience and obſervation of 

every one. It is this: If there be a God, he muſt 
be infinitely wiſe; juſt, and good. The attribute of 
wiſdom is indiſputably ſeen in the creation and fur- 
niture of the world; but his juſtice and goodneſs in 
the government of it is not ſo viſible; There is no 

equal diſtribution of infelicity and happineſs accord- 

ing to the deſerts. of virtue and vice to be ſeen. 
| Reaſon and juſtice appear to be diſregarded, and 
the good and the bad are promiſcuouſly happy and 
miſerable without diſtinction. All things come 
«© alike to all. There is one event to the righteous 
« and the wicked; to him that ſacrificeth and to him 
« that ſacrificeth not. As is the good ſo is the ſin- 
te ner, and he that ſweareth as he that feareth an 
t oath.” Therefore, as we cannot reconcile preſent: 


— — 


7 


„God will bring thee 1 into e judgment.” 


whom we are indebted for our exiſtence, and all the 


( 24 ] 


appearances, or what happens to individuals, or fa- 


milies, or nations, with the deſcription of perfect 
wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs, we may reaſonably 
conclude that the preſent ſtate is imperfe&t ;—that 
we ſee only a part of the government of God; and 
that another ſtate of exiſtence 1s neceſſary to com- 


plete the adminiſtration of impartial juſtice and 
. 


Till che contrary is proved, we muſt, then, take it 


| for for granted, that the words of the text hold forth 


to us a certain and moſt alarm ming truth—That the 


God that made us will call us to account for all our 
thoughts, words, and actions. For all theſe thin — 


3 


That he hath an undoubted right to do it, and 


that his nature and peculiar qualifications render him 


per fectiy capable of doing it, is evident both from 


r 


* 
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reaſon and revelation. 5 


Amn 
e 


* 
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He is our creator, preſerver, and benefactor, to 


pleaſures 


— — 


. 


1 
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pleaſures and comforts that render 1 it defirable. He is 


f likewiſe our ſovereign Lord and righteous Governor, to- 
whom we owe allegiance and ſubmiſſion. - * The Lord 


is our Judge, the Lord is our Law-giver, the Lord 


is our King.“ He has, therefore, an unqueſtion- 
able right to enact what laws he pleaſes, to eſtabliſn 
ſuch a form of government over his ſubjects as he 


knows will be moſt conducive to their good and his 


own glory, and to demand their implicit obedience. 
And, happily for us, every act of his power is a 
proof of his goodneſs. What he requires of us 
has a_manifeſt tendency to_promote our preſent and 
everlaſting felicity; and what he forbids is evidently 


deſtructive of both. Every fin, therefore, which we 


— 2. — 2 — dd. »— wt — 


knowingly and wilfully commit, is an inſtance of 


deteſtable ingratitude and heinous rebellion. It 


ſtrikes at the root of his authority over us, and is 
ſubverſive of that order, juſtice, and regularity, which 
he would have maintained among ourſelves. It tends 
likewiſe to alienate our affections from him, to cloud 


the underſtanding, to prejudice the judgment, to 


harden the heart, and unfit us for thoſe acts of pi- 


ety, adoration, and intellectual pleaſures, for which 


he 


441 
he defigned us. Can we then be ſurpriſed, or com-- 
plain That God ſhould be angry with the wicked 
every day— That his wrath: ſhould be kindled 
«. againſt them, and that he ſhould account them as 
er his. enemies That for all theſe things he ſhould 
bring them into judgment.” surely not. ITC . 
te hath reſerved them unto the day of deſtruction, and 
« when he viſiteth, what ſhall they anſwer him?“ 
Can they juſtify their conduct, or diſpute his right to 
puniſh them for it? As the former would be im- 
_ poſſible, and the latter fruitleſs, fo neither can they 

| hope that any part of their behaviour. will eſcape his 
notice; for © the eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
«. beholding the good and the evil; neither is there 
« any creature that is not manifeſt in his ſight, for 
e all things are naked and open to the eyes 1 that 
* God with whom we have to do.” 


The omniſcience of God qualifies Him in a pecu- 
her manner for being our, Judge. It is not alWAIS. 


that our fellow - creatures can be ęye-witneſſes of our 


2 9 


actions, and when they are, their judgment of them 


18 ſubject to error. and miſrepreſentation, Becauſe our. 


mo- 


6 


2 
14 


motives and inclinations may lie concealed. Theſe 


Me. all actions,” and, as they 


are either good or bad, leſſen or increaſe their value 
or vr deformity. _ But there neither is nor can be any 


circumſta ing the minuteſt tranſactions of 


our lives, or the intentions of our minds, that can 


he hid from the all-peryading eye of Heaven. He 


« ſeth in ſecret, and there is nothing hid that ſhall 
« not be revealed.“ 


His omnipotence renders the execution of his g 


he. Att tt. 


purpoſes irreſiſtible. What He wills, he can do 


without aid or aſſiſtance, What power can be ex- 


erted azainſt him that did not derive its v ery exiſt- | 


ence from him ? Cannot he recall what he lent? | 

Cannot he deſtroy what he built up? Who then | 
Rd. 

ſhall oppoſe his will; or what would oppoſition 
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avail? From men it would be abſurd; the lamb 


—— — 
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might as well contend With the lion. From Devils 


nn — 


it would be fruitleſs ; They are already confined i in 


— At Ta 


chains under darkneſs till the judgment qt the great 
— 5 ? 
day. As nothing can eſcape his eye, .ſo neither can 


any thing 1 withhold his hand. Power, almighty, 


tt ttt. 
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. V irreſiſtible power, belongeth unto God.” But, 


though he can do what he will, he can never do 
what is wrong. 


His holineſs and juſtice are our ſufficient ſecurity - 
that his omnipotence will never be exerted in a way 
inconſiſtent with the rectitude of his nature. He 
eis of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Sin is: 
«-that thing which his ſoul hateth ;” and he has de- 
clared he will take vengeance on them that know 
him not; and who obey not the goſpel of his Son.“ 
But he has alſo aſfured..us, ** that when he ſearcheth 
* the heart, and trieth the reins,” it is with the 
equitable view . to render to every man according 
eto his ways, and according to the fruit of his do- 
„ ings.“ And who can object to this? He hath 
placed us in a ſtate adapted to our nature as moral 


agents. It gives ſcope to a voluntary obedience, or 
a careleſs neglect of, and perverſe oppoſition to his 
his laws. The former will be rewarded, and the 
latter puniſhed. If thou doeſt well, ſhall thou not 
ebe accepted? and if thou doeſt not well, fin lieth 
at thy door. 


What 


. 


9 

(9 1 
What has hitherto been ſaid is, I think, fo plain, 

fo well ſupported by ſcripture, ſo agreeable to the 

nature and fitneſs of things, as to need no other ar- 
gument to corroborate the truth of it. To the 
thoughtful and well-diſpoſed, I am perſuaded, it does 
not: but, unhappily, they are not the greater part 
of mankind. There are men in the world who fall 
under a very different deſcription,.— Men of re- 
« probate minds, whoſe mouth is full of curſing'and 
« bitterneſs, whoſe feet are ſwift to ſhed blood: 
« haters of God: inventors of evil things: full of 
« all unrighteouſneſs, maliciouſneſs, deceit: who, 
knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
% commit ſuch things are worthy. of death, not only 


do the ſame, but have pleaſure in them that do 
« them.? 


We ought not to be ſurprized if ſuch men ſhould 
affect to diſbelteve a future ſtate; ſhould treat the 


ſcripture with contempt, . and - ridicule every thing 


that is ſacred and ſerious. It is their intereſt that 
they ſhould have no reality; and it would be their 
happineſs could they fully believe it. But it is im- 


poſſible: 


1 


poſſible: For that which may be known of God 
« 1s manifeſt in them, for God hath ſhewed it unto 
them.“ He hath not left himſelf without a wit- 
neſs in their own boſoms, „which ſheweth the 
work of the law written in their hearts, their con- 
e {cience, and their thoughts accuſing them.” Not- 
withſtanding their affected eaſe and indifference, ſuch 
perſons are not, cannot be ſatisfied, and happy in 
themſelves; becauſe their feelings and their reaſon 
are in oppoſition to their conduct. The feelings of 
the heart are ſo many heavenly monitors, which 
point out our duty, enforce the diſcharge of it, and 
when we negle& it, never fail to reprove us. The 
truth of this is verified by the univerſal experience 
of mankind. Let us each recollect what have been 
our own feelings. Can any of us look back on 
the tranſactions of our lives, and then look up to 
Heaven and ſay, we never felt either ſhame, ſor- 
row, or fear? Whatever may have been our de- 
viations from the paths of virtue, truth, and 
righteouſneſs, we approved them, No ſtruggles, no 
reluctance, no ſhuddering apprehenſions preceded 
the commiſſion of ſin, and in our cool and diſ- 


_ paſſionate 
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paſſionate moments of reflection, we were perfectly 
eaſy in the contemplation of it. This cannot be; for 
he that 1s conſcious of a crime muſt be apprehenſive 
of puniſhment ; they are inſeparably connected. He 
may hope and flatter himſelf that he ſhall conceal 
it from the knowledge of men, and this may produce 
a temporary and deſultory quiet; but when he re- 
flets on the deed, he muſt fear detection and its 
conſequences ; and ſhould he eſcape theſe, © his heart 
has ſtill hold of him,” will not ceaſe to upbraid him 
with the paſt, and alarm him with the future. This 
is not an imaginary picture. It is borrowed from 
the confeſſed feelings and acknowledgment of both 
good and bad men; of thoſe who have continued 
in the practice of ſin till public juſtice have ſtopped 
their career, and of thoſe who have happily returned 
to virtue. All agree that fear and uneaſy ſenſations 
are the inſeparable companions of guilt. Thou 
+: makeft me to poſſeſs the iniquities of my youth,“ 
ſays one. “ My puniſhment is greater than 1 can 
bear,“ ſays another. Theſe are among number- 
leſs atteſtations, that no man can ſin with impunity. 
It is a violation of his feelings, which are wounded 


F by 
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by it—an act of rebellion againſt conſcience, the 1 
prime miniſter of Heaven, who will ſooner or later 


not only rebuke, but puniſh it with ſeverity. 


The reaſon and common ſenſe of mankind do like- 


wiſe militate againſt the wickedneſs of their conduct, 


and reprove them for it. Every man, whoſe reaſon-- 


F 


ing Powers are not wholly fubverted, and his under- 


ſtanding darkened by_the repetition of his crimes, - 


2 tne. * 


| muſt clearly perceixe that genuine piety and moral 


virtue have a natural tendency to promote the honor 


of God, and the peace and happineſs of mankind. 


On the contrary, that no ſtate, no form of go- 


paſs with impunity. The reaſon is evident. They 


are in their nature and tendency inimical to the 


vernment whatever, can long ſubſiſt, in which vice 


and wickedneſs are countenanced, or ſuffered to 


3 


7 


peace, property, and well-being of the ſubjects. 
They contain a ſubtle poiſon, which, though * 


may ſometimes operate but ſlowly, will, notwith- 


ſtanding, moſt ſurely produce ' deſtrution.” This 


is ſo plain a truth, that every man muſt ſee it. In 


a-qualified ſenſe, - therefore, every overt act of wick- 


” * 


edneſs 


* 


1s 
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edneſs which a man intentionally commits, is an act 
of rehellion againſt the ſtate : For the laws of this 
eduntry are founded on the baſis of Chriſtianity; 
and there is not, perhaps, any ſin forbidden by re- 
ligion, againſt which there is not an exiſting law to 
prohibit the commiſſion of it. A good Chriſtian, 
therefore, cannot be a bad ſubject ; and a good 
ſubject cannot be an immoral Chriſtian : So near 
is the alliance, ſo cloſe the connection between the 
church and the ſtate; they are built on the ſame 
foundation, are deſigned to anſwer the ſame ends, 
and have the ſame benevolent purpoſes in, view 15 
namely, the peace and protection, the comfort and 
happineſs of mankind. The means made uſe of to 
accompliſh theſe ends are, indeed, and ought to be, 
widely different. The miniſters of religion are to 
endeavour the good of mankind, by cool and diſpaſ- 


ſionate reaſoning, and the mild and gentle arts of 
advice and perſuaſion. Where theſe fail, the mini- 
ſters of the ſtate happily ſtep forth, with the ſword 
of juſtice, unſheathed, and enforce obedience to its 
laws; and, were it not ſo, what anarchy and confu- 
ſion would reign among us! The ſolitude of the 
« deſert: 
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« deſert would be preferable to it; the cave, where 
« ſubterrancous winds contend and roar; the den, 


« where ſerpents hiſs, and beaſts of the foreſt howl,” 
would be a happy retreat from the cruelties and de- 


Predations of lawleſs man. Can any one be igno- 


rant.of this, and will; not his heart upbraid him for 
contributing to it? Aſſuredly it will: For in all 


ages human nature has been the ſame. In the 
« circle of worldly affairs the ſame characters and 


* ſituations are perpetually returning; and in the 


* follies, paſſions, vices, and miſeries of generati- 


** ons that are paſt, we read thoſe that are preſent 


ée and to come.” Hence we learn that conviction 


_— — —————— — 


"and remorſe will ſooner or later follow the commiſ- 


ſion of ſin, _ as  raturally and as certainly as the 


ſhadow « does the body. The hiſtory of mankind 
leaves no room to doubt it. 
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If | the ſinner -beileves there is a God, and that he 


ought. to be obeyed, he ſtands convicted by the evi- 


3 


dence of this faith alone, The idegs of juſtice and 
holineſs as naturally ariſe in the moe when we 


template the pert fections of the as_mercy_ and 
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xoodneſs. and no one that believes the 8 * 


God, « can at t the ſame time believe that he can ſee 


noeme 


and approve the v vicious and injurious conduct of his 


| 


creatures. What bears no reſemblance to his own 


nature, and is in direct oppoſition to his' own con- 
duc, can never be the object of his approbation and 
complacency. On the contrary, it muſt, in the 


reaſon and nature of things, be offenſive to him; and 


as every wilful fin is a contempt of his authority, 


tends to ſubvert his moral government, and is a de- 
fiance of his power, it neceſſarily becomes the object 
of his reproof and puniſhment. And muſt not every 


man condemn himſelf for leaving the ic paths of rec- 


r 


titude and-_peace, and for expoſing himſelf to the 


7 


vengeance of an omnipotent Being? | 4 


If he acknowledges the divinity of the Scripture, 


6. al. oo oo 


te muſt be confronted by fuch evidence, as wall : not 
only ſtrike _conviction, but terror through his ſoul. 


/l 


i pn 
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It 1 is a mirror in Which every one may clearly Per- 


ceive his own features; and for that reaſon, Perhaps, 
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it is ſo ſeldoq looked into. _ Every character! 18 ; drawn. 


with wonderful truth and exactneſs, and Placed in 
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ſo proper a Point of view, that we _cannot miſtake 
our own. The ſituation of the wicked 1s deſcribed 
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in few words, but their meanin 2 neither men n 


angels can fully unfold —* T. he wrath of God en 


» — 


* on them.” What pains : and tortures one | © human 


2 being, armed. with reſtleſs power, can inffick en 


another, we may form fome idea; but what Omni- 
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potence incenſed i 15 able, or: may think right t to inflict | 
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on the obſtinate and impenitent ſinner, ſurpaſſeth 


2 * —— 


1 I —_— RR SY 


all conception. And can any man be eaſ and happy _ 
under the apprehenſion of it, and the conſciouſneſs 
|that | he has deſerved it ? Surely not. Remorſe will 
|corrode, and anguiſh t torture his mind when he le- 


ſeriouſly reflects on it. The terrors of the Lord, 
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when let looſe on the guilty. ſoul, like the ſtorms 


— — — 2 


and tempeſts in the natural world, will ſpread hor- 


— — 


rors, deſolation, and miſery around them. All the 
luſcious ideas of paſt enjoyments, and all the gay 


imaginations of anticipated pleaſures, will be. diſ= _ 


PL — K che wind. very deep = 


22 5 oa 


—— 


— 


ſcheme of _avarice, fraud, or oppreſſion, will be 
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| rooted up and driven from his thoughts, like the 
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| ruins of fallen. buildings in a ſudden inundation. 
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ſent ſituation is, it 18 caſe_and pleaſure, compared 4 
with what is to co 


= ſerved the 
_ « blackneſs of darkneſs for ever!” He now feels, with 


agonizing pain, the truth of that awful_ threaten- 
ing “ God will render to every_man according to 


— 


« his deeds ; indignation and wrath, tribul lation and 
" anguiſh, TB every ſoul of | man that doth evil.” 


„ 


12 am well aware that what has Da! ſaid. 18 « liable 


1 Ali. oth ee tt 


to exception. That too many, inſtead of feeling the 2 


r 


CLIT 


compunction and diſtreſs which has nom been de- 


ſcribed, appear to be Perfectly eaſy and unconcerned. 
Their conſcience ſeems to give them no trouble. | 


— Sv. /tvthe 


T hey ſneer at religion, and laugh at its terrors. 


tas, Ate 


They are neither afraid, nor even aſhamed, to accumu- 


late their guilt by the repetition of their crimes. 
They roll iniquity as a ſweet morſe] under thi 


tongue ; and add fin to ſin. But ars they really 2s 


tranquil as they appear to be? If they are, dread- 
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hay, 
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An univerſal gloom will overſpread the mind; his 
fins, like ſo many frightful ſpectres, will haunt his 
guilty breaſt, and wound his ſoul, as with empoi- 
ſoned arrows. But gloomy and dreadful as his Pre- 


2 


to be wiſe, they are become fools.” And now 


fal, 1 muſt be — ſituation. It t is a ſtate | 
to which they could ne never have arrived, but in oppo⸗ 
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ſition to the checks of conſcience, and the reproaches 
of their ow l 


ighted and af- 
fronted — "oY OR ey — 
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pleaſores of 9971 


quillity is part of t their unifhment. 18 Woe be 1 to 
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< them that are at eaſe in Sion. As they did 


* not like +0 retain God in their knowledge, he 
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* hath given t 1 them over to a reprobate mind. T hey 
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« are become vain in their imaginations, and their 
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ce fooliſh heart 18 darkened. _Profeſling theniſelves 
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nothing mo! more is wanting to complete their wretch- 
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edneſs, than to perpetuate their infatuation. This 
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was the curſe which God inflicted on his antient 
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incorrigible people * A EPR 18 18 5 joined 
« Ito his idols; 11. 


3 therefore, the poſſibility of ſuppreſſing 
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the clamours of conſcience, and tlie remonſtrances 
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of reaſon, in this life, it is no proof of the  fafety 
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of a bad man's condition; nor. any ſ -omrity wind 
their renewed. and more ſucceſsful} attacks in ſome: 
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future period ꝙ of his e Biber tler he may_be_ he 
trayed, through the d d. 
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falſe appearances it aſſumes to hide ty deformity. 
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He may deceive himſelf by calling g good evil, and 4 


. 


evil good. Through 1gnorance_and inattention be 


hate 22 
„ 1 * LR ů 


may miſrepreſent his vices, and miſtake their nature 
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and tendency, and thereby lull himſelf mto_a fatal 


Mit... Mi. 


ſecurity. _ Or, "the avocations of. life may diſperſe | 


thoſe fears which. his ſuſꝑici Phe 
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ns would create. The 
neceſſary buſineſs of the world may -engroſs his at- 
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tention, or its galeties and | amuſements diffipatc. re... 


flection. By a chouſand ways be. may elude the_aſ- 
ſaults ol -conſcience ; or, equent conqueſts over 


cr 
ITS * 
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them, harden his heart, and 4 glory. i in his ſhame. But 


for all theſe things, « God will bring him into judg- 


ment. He 201% becauſe he. thinks ih right dit 
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and for which he has given, | bim notice to: prepare_|.._. 


Himſelf, He ul, in n ſpite of all o oppoſition; * « for | 


; 
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6 who can — hand, or r ſay. unto. N what doſt 


« thou? _ 


H When 
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come, the buſineſs and the. pleaſures, the. wants and 


When that great and terrible day of the Lord i is 


temptations of this world, will.ceaſe for ever. The 


one will no more demand, nor the other allure our 


attention. Exery — — -faſcination will 


„ Att otred 


2 15 om rom the eee peu vice, and: CONSCIENCE. 
meet no enemy t to obſtruCt the execution: of its. office. 


brightneſs. of that day will throw light on every dark 


and myſterious. tranſaction ; will penetrate through 
the miſts of ignorance, prejudice, and artful miſre- 


preſentation. The film that obſcured our ſight will 


drop from our eyes, and we ſhall ſee, with one in- 


tuitive view, all that is paſt, preſent, and to come. 
Conſcience, like a baffled and enfeebled enemy, ſee- 
ing! its advantage, and enraged at its frequent defeats, 


| will aſſume Its native power, aſſert its rights, and 


| revenge its ſighted friendſhip. Every circumſtance 


will give ſtrength and energy to its renewed attacks, 


and. co-operate_to_ alarm, diftra&, and tor ture the 


| ſoul. The trump of God; that calls the dead to life, 


The ſoul will ſtand naked. and defenceleſs. The 
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and nd the living to aſſemble; that rocks the battlements 


of 


un CEO 
1 


of heaven, and ſhakes the mountains from their 


| foundations : The myriads of depar ted ghoſts ſtarting a 


into life, with wild diſordered features, pierced with 
conſcious guilt, and writhing in agonizing tortures : 3 
The ſyn turning into darkneſs, and the moon into 
blood: The ſtars dropping from their ſpheres : The 
earth on fire, and the heavens melting with the fer- 
vent heat thereof, will all conſpire to recal reflection, 
and quicken his ſenſibility. It cannot be otherwiſe; 
for by the decree of God, and the conſtitution of 
nature, the wicked are eaſily alarmed. A ſcene ſo 
different from the preſent, from 'any thing the race 
of man ever beheld till now, cannot but affright the 
ſinner, and excite all the horrors of conſcious guilt... 
Relutant—ghaſtly—trembling—he will approach 


— — 2 — 


; 


the bar of God. The exalted nature and mfinite 
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per erfections of the judge will leave bim no hope, by 


concealment or miſrepreſentation. to eſcape the de- | 
merit t of his crimes. They were all committed under 


— 


2 


his s eye al and | immediate inſpection. The Judge him- 
ſz] If Was A L witneſs to them all; to the motives Tom 


whence they proceeded, and the _agerayations With 


which they were attended, Every fin now ſtarts up 


in 
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mi 
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in its genuine form. No art can hide, NO colouring | 


6 — 


conceal its deformity. N. power can fave, no mercy _ 


be ſhewn him. Every refuge fails, every hope for- 
Takes him, _What. is paſt recoils, and what is to come 


ruſhes, like a_torrent, on bis belpleſs ſoul. 3 
think i is to be miſerable; and not- to think now, im- 


7 att ed 


| poſlible, * To. perceive the puniſhment of hell is 
< to. he.inſtantly inflicted, to be confounded with its 
greatneſs, yet to feel it juſt ; not to dare to call it 
too ſevere, nor to be able to alledge one reaſon 
why it ſhould not be executed—is an agony with- 
* out a name.” From this moment the ſinner be- 
4e comes his own tormentor. Deſpair penetrates to 
« the very ſeat of ſenſation, and converts all his 
thoughts into inſtruments of torture. The infer- 
* nal fire begins of itſelf to kindle withm him, and 
e the worm that never dies to prey on his heart !” 
Sack is the melanchely fate of the wicked, whoſe 
J life | is unbapt „ and whole death 1 Is miſerable. 


l If be has been ſaid i true, ay. 


our immediate attention. Sin is of a deſtructive na- 
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ture. It ſpreads ruin, diſgrace, and miſery wherever 
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it 
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it comes. The ravages of war, and the dental 
ons of the ſword and peſtilence, have never done F 
half the miſchief to a ſtate, as the corruption of 
manners. Piety and virtue are the pillars of go- 
vernment. Throw down. theſe, and the whole fabrig 
muſt fall with them; What private perſon, what 
family, what nation were ever happy, proſperous, 
and reſpectable, who were Enerced in vice, profane. 
neſs, and irreligion. Fools may make a mock at | 
95 fin,” but %% men fear and tremble at it. hecauſe, 


from e experience and obſervation, from priyats ancce 


dotes and public records, from the univerſal hiſtory | 
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of mankind, wherever it has Prevailed, It has carried 
deſtruclion along with it. 5 n 


| 
How neceſſary is it 7M to liſten to che advice, and 


obey the dictates of conſcience. _ It is in moſt caſes 
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an unerring guide. Between man and man it is an 
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infallible director. 80 *«* Whatloeyer Je. would mat 
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Iſo unto 


* men ſhould do unto you, that 
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« them,” is a rule of conduct univerſally approved. 


And why - ſhould it not hold good in the government 
of ſtates and kingdoms ? Policy may gain an acci- 
| I 8 dental 


N | 
dental and temporary advantage; but when ! it aſurps 
the ſeats df juſtice, equity, and true wiſdom, it gene- 
rally defeats its own deſigns. Nothing but fear will 
controul where it is in vain to look for eſteem and 


affection. Let u us then, whatever be the part aſſigned 
us to at, conſult our boſom friend. Let t us foſter 
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his duty, in order to do it, he then enjoys that Peace 
| and ſerenity, that ſatifaQion and  ſelf-complacency, Ne 
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which the world can neither give nor take away. So 
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with hope and _expeRation, : and to the other with 
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own happineſs. Let the time paſt, then, ſuffice to 
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pair by repentance the nuſchiefs we have done by ſin. | 


The mercy of God . through. Chriſt, 18 ſtill 
to all, on the ſole condition of amendment; 
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into ſin, and to confirm us in the habits of virtue. 
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Therefore wiſdom, , prudence, ſelf-love, every inte- 


reſtin conſideration, calls upon us to © attend to 
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To ſum up all, let it be remembered, that if we 


hope to taſte of life without anguiſh, if we would 


enjoy ſerenity of mind, and peace of conſcience, they 


are only to be found in the abſtinence from fin, and 


the diſcharge of our duties; the duties we owe to 


God, our country, and ourſelves. He who does 


nothing to recommend himſelf to the favour of God, 


can have no reaſonable hope of happineſs in a ſtate 
of retribution. He who is regardleſs of the duties he 


owes himſelf and relatives, has denied the faith, and 


is worſe than an infidel; and he who wilfully breaks 
the laws of his country is an enemy to God and 
man, and juſtly incurs the indignation of both. 


This waht be doubly criminal in us who have 


the happineſs to live under a government that is not 


far diſtant from perfection; in which, 20bile one de- 


partment does not encroach on the power and prerogati ves 
of another, our lives, liberties, and property are ſe- 


curely guarded : Our property, by a code of moſt 


equitable laws; our liberties, by charters and ſtatutes 


which the Sovereign himſelf has ſworn to obſerve; 


and the adminiſtration of criminal juſtice is in our 
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own bands. In this neither the King, nor his. 
Judges who perſonate and repreſent him, can in- 
terfere. They may proſecute, but not condemn; 
they may ſhew mercy, but cannot revenge even their 
own injuries; they may ſave life, but cannot take | 


away that of the meaneſt ſubject, but by the judg- 


ment of his peers, What an ineſtimable bleſſing is 


this! In this conſiſts our freedom, our ſafety, and 
our happineſs. But let it never be forgot, that we 


are indebted to the excellence of our Religion for the 


pre- eminence of our conſtitution. We cannot there- 


fore diſcover the love of our country more effectually 
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than by promoting a rational and manly piety. 


They that fear God, are moſt likely to honour the 
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ing. few have either abilit tunit 
King. Very ew have either ability or oppor unity 


to ſerve him by the wiſdom of council, or the valour 
of arms; but we may all do it by a peaceable ſub- 
miſſion to the laws, and a proper reſpect to the re- 


ligion of our country. This is our duty, and we 
ſhall hind it to be our intereſt, 
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